Consolidated Notes – Fast Ferry, Provincetown to Beantown (Boston), MA

                                                                                         by

                                                                     Bruce J. Pennino

Submitted to Navlist December 29, 2014

Date of Ferry Round Trip : August 7, 2014  

All information is original field notes/data with no corrections.  Watch times are Eastern Daylight Savings Time, USA.   WATCH SLOW 13 SECONDS.   I.C. ABOUT ZERO.  I have reduced some of this data and found no blunders, but there are inaccuracies as discussed below.

Boat: F/V Salacia , catamaran, max speed about 40 knots.  Based on discussions with crew, going to Boston and returning to Provincetown, normal cruising speed (depending on wind, waves, schedule, etc) with full vessel is 30-33 knots. Two crew members guesstimated V as 30-32 knots.
There are 3 passenger decks: upper deck HoE = 36 ft, middle deck HoE about 26 ft, low deck HoE about 16 ft. All data recorded from aft decks.
General: Left Provincetown, MA , downtown pier, on schedule at about 11 AM, arrived Boston, Long Wharf, at dock, 12:35 PM.   The ferry takes a general course from Ptown, to Minot Light, and enters Boston Harbor west of Deer Island Waste Treatment Plant, in the main channel adjacent to Logan runway. 

For return trip, left Long Wharf at 6:35 PM, very stormy sky, thunderstorms in area, arrived Provincetown at just after 8 PM (notes unclear)
Cruise  Across Massachusetts Bay to Boston (Altitudes Hs with local time, Watch 13 seconds slow)
1. Left P-town@11AM,Wood End @ 11:10 AM, Coast Guard Station abeam to starboard about 11:17, @ about  11:45 off Scituate, course 322 degr  from person with cell phone, Minot Light close abeam @ 12:06 PM. Arrived Boston @12:35 PM
2. Data set: Upper deck, severe motion HoE 36 ft all sun LL  11:19:30 EDT 58 d 04.8’, 11:21:13  58d 13.0’ , 11:22:54 58d 25.6’.  Very difficult to set LL on horizon, moved down one deck.
3. HoE 26 ft, sun LL,  deck motion reduced, but still difficult to “catch” LL. 11:28:09 AM   59d 02.5’, 11:30:31  59 d 17.0’, 11:32:21 59d 27.4’, 11:34:23  59d 47.8’, 11:36:21 AM  59d 54.0’ .
4. Switch to UL , sun, HoE  26 ft,  just north of Scituate. Sight data – 11:41:22  60d 55.8’   & 11:43:22  61d 22.1’
5. Just south of Minot light: Sun UL , HoE 26 ft; sight data 11:54:12  62 d  00.6’ , 11:56:11 62 d 10.4’,  11:58: 52 62 d 53.6’ .   Ferry reduces speed near Logan @ entrance to inner harbor.  Arrived Boston dock  @ 12:35 PM. 
                                                                                    (2)

Return trip south to Provincetown
1. Left Boston dock @ 6:35 PM, begin full speed when abeam end of Logan runway @ about 6:40 PM. On port beam@ 6:46 PM Deer Island “egg” digestion chambers/tanks, full speed.  At 6:52:02, to port, ferry exactly aligns with Graves Light and Boston Light (LOP). Sunset observed and time recorded @ 7:52:45 PM,  hazy, moon out at times, sometimes  severe high clouds with thunderstorms over general area, but not at ferry boat.

2. Calmer boat motion amongst islands.  Sun LL,  HoE 26 ft, sight data – 6:55:28 PM  9d 38.6’, 6:56:55   9d 24.2’,  6:58:27  9d 10.4’  .

3. Sight data: Moon LL - 7:02:42 PM  15d 30.8’ HoE 26 ft, 7:05:25 PM  15 d 50.8’. Moon, Minot Light, and ferry about aligned (LOP) @ about 7:03PM.   

4. Sight data -  Sun LL -  7:07:35 PM  7d 21.0’.  Sun, Minot Light and ferry about aligned (LOP) @ 7:07 PM. 
5. Abeam  Wood End Light Provincetown Sight data – Moon LL –    HoE 26 ft, 7:48:27 PM  21d 06.8’ , ferry speed dropped about this time, notes unclear, 7:59:02 PM 22d 11.8’ . Arrived at Provincetown  about on-time (8 PM), no exact time recorded.
Very interesting day/trip, and met many people. BJP
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